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“Unemployment rate is the 
lowest and compared to the 
unemployment rate 10 years 
ago.  Although the economy 
stagnated in 2012 in Brazil 
the level of employment was 
kept high.I believe that the 
minimum wage policy is one 
of the most important 
policies introduced by the 
Brazilian government so far.  
By taking this kind of policy, 

a stimulus has been provided to the entire 
economy and this has been effective in expanding 
the income of the people” 

Rita Berlofa

Rui Ruso

“In Portugal we have many 
dif�culties with crisis since 
the beginning as I said and 
there is today not only in 
Portugal but all over Europe 
and all over the world too, a 
great attack against the 
unions and the unionist 
movement,Today in Portugal 
it’s the grandfather that 
supports the son who is 
unemployed and pays for the 

studies of the grandson because the father can’t 
do it because he is unemployed. Austerity, 
remedy is worse than the illness”
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“The corner-stone 
of any union for us to 
take our organiza-
tions forward we 
have to be inclusive. 
We really have to 
diversify. It cannot 
be one size �ts all.”

Due to the GFC, South African growth projection reduced weakening manufactur
ing production and retail sales. Despite the fact that major banks had been placed 
on a moratorium since 2007, the credit risk in the banking sector was increased.

In order to overcome this situation, South Africa restructured the banking sector, 
reduced the work force and  imposed a moratorium on recruitment while imposing 
restrictions on several trade union activities. The salary negotiations did not meet 
members’ expectations. 

“High court in South Africa  ruled in 2012 that organizers of pickets and 
demonstrations, even during strike actions will be held liable for damages caused 
during a demonstration or picketing if they did not  take reasonable  steps to 
prevent any fore see able harm to others. This put a major impact on unions”Ben Ventor

Joe Kokela

Mauro Bossala

Public Debt levels are high

General Tax increases in all areas; hitting hard on workers and retired persons

Nationwide unemployment rate is 12% but Youth unemployment is OVER 35%

Following GFC the companies have postponed investment plans

Banks are grappling with increased Non-performing loans and to meet additional 

Capital in line with BASLE III guidelines

Mergers between medium size banks are common as a survival strategy

Banks rely heavily on technology;   opt for outsourcing, cut costs by cutting jobs

Italian Trade Union initiated National Fund –help to reduce the social impacts of 

redundancies with prior retirement schemes

Austerity plans set up at European level does not provide solutions instead increase 

unemployment and poverty all over Europe undermining the interest of social Europe. 
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Dominic Hook from the staff, savings come 
from job cuts.  And banks  are 
still  making  job  cuts.”
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